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SUB J : NATIONAL MARINE SCIENCE POLICIES 

REF: STATE 186529 

1 . IN COMPLIANCE WITH REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON SUBJECT 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE MINISTRY'S OCEAN- 
OGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT (OZWO/RTO) INFORMS US THAT THE NETHERLANDS 
HAS NO EXPLICIT OVERALL MARINE SCIENCE POLICY, BUT THAT SUCH 
POLICY IS FRAGMENTED AND DIVIDED AMONG A LARGE NEMBER OF 
GOVERNMENTAL, SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS INVOLVED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY IN OCEANOGRAPHIC 
AND/OR OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES. A NUMBER OF BODIES HAVE BEEN 
ESTABLISHED IN AN EFFORT TO COORDINATE POLICY AND PLANNING. THESE 
INCLUDE THE OFFICIAL INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON OCEAN- 
OGRAPHY (ICVO), THE PLANNING GROUP FOR LONG TERM OCEANOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH (POOL), THE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR SEA RESEARCH 
(N.C.Z.) AND THE NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL 

COUNCIL FOR OCEANOLOGY (I.R.O.). 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO IDENTIFY A CLEAR STATEMENT 
OF POLICY CONCERNING THE INTERACTION OF GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY 
AND UNIVERSITIES WITH REGARD TO RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN 
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OVERALL GOVERNMENT POLICY INTERACTION BETWEEN ENTITIES 
EXISTS AND THE GON PLAYS AN ACTIVE ROLE. 

3. GOVERNMENT POLICY WITH REGARD TO PRACTICAL RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT AND BASIC RESEARCH CAN BE IDENTIFIED IN 
FOLLOWING AREAS: A) INSTITUTE FOR FISHERY INVESTIGATION 
(RIVO). AN OFFICIAL INSTITUTE WHOSE POLICY IT IS TO ELUCIDATE 
THE INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FACTORS OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
WHICH DETERMINE THE SIZE OF STOCKS OF FISH SPECIES OF ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE AND THE EFFECT OF DUTCH FISHERY ON THOSE STOCKS. 
B) STEERING GROUP "PROBLEMATICS OF OFFSHORE STRUCTURES" 
(STYPOC) WHICH AIMS AT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNICAL 
CAPACITY IN THE FIELD OF OFFSHORE STRUCTURES. AND INCLUDES 
REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENT SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. 

4. THERE IS NO POLICY STATEMENT REGARDING MANPOWER 
TRAINING IN MARINE SCIENCES. SPECIALISTS IN THE MARINE 
SCIENCES ARE RECRUITED FROM UNIVERSITIES IF NEED EXISTS AND 
TRAINED AT NETHERLANDS INSTITUTE FOR SEA RESEARCH (NIOZ). 

5. THERE ARE NO SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION 
IN GON MARINE SCIENCE EFFORTS. 
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